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LITHIUM PROCESSING 

364. Mr R.R. WHITBY to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum: 
I refer to Western Australia’s world-leading lithium and battery material sector. Can the minister outline to the 
house how the McGowan Labor government is working to capitalise on this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
process and produce these resources and create long-term job opportunities here in Western Australia? 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON replied: 
I thank the member for Baldivis for the question; it is a very important one. Many of the people who live in his 
electorate benefit from the opportunities that are being created in this industry in Western Australia. On 24 May, 
the Premier and I were pleased to announce that a lithium and energy materials task force has been established in 
government to work with industries in Western Australia to take advantage of these opportunities. I make the point 
that the reason that Western Australia is a successful mining jurisdiction is not that we are good at quarrying. The 
reason is that we are good at applying technology to complicated problems in industry and we can translate that 
capacity into lithium processing. We are very pleased, as the member and Mr Speaker knows, that we already have 
the Tianqi site under construction in Kwinana. It will be the world’s largest lithium hydroxide plant when it is 
complete. We have already commissioned the second stage of that project. The Premier and I were lucky enough 
to participate in Western Australia Lithium’s announcement on its site selection for a lithium plant in Kwinana. 
We are expecting many more decisions across Western Australia, such as with Neometals in Kalgoorlie, others in 
Kemerton, and perhaps even in Port Hedland.   
This is a genuine opportunity for Western Australia but the trick now is to take this industry even further. We have 
already announced $5.5 million for the cooperative research centre bid for Western Australia. I can now say that 
the lithium task force is designed to take account of all the opportunities we have in Western Australia for even 
further lithium processing. People ask when we will be able to have a lithium battery factory in Western Australia. 
If we set up a battery factory here tomorrow, we would have to import every single component that goes into 
a battery. We need to create an ecosystem of chemical plants that would then allow us to create a battery factory. 
That is what we are trying to do. We are trying to make sure that we look at every opportunity. What are the 
genuine issues involved? Who are the owners of the capital? Who has the technology? Who can partner with 
Western Australian businesses to make sure all that chemical processing can occur here in Western Australia so 
that, in the medium term, we can genuinely compete for a battery factory? The reason we can do it here in 
Western Australia is that we have the skills, the technology is available, and we have the research capacity and the 
highly skilled workers who are needed for these projects. We also have a stable investment environment with 
a stable government that is working with the private sector — 
Mr D.J. Kelly: And an outstanding minister. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: We have an outstanding Minister for Science. All these things are available here in 
Western Australia, which we can do only — 
Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: It could not be done by the Liberal Party because it did not understand the needs of this 
industry. Liberal Party members liked to talk about it but they never did anything. Not once before the election did 
they ever talk about the problems that this industry has. They never talked about the issues with getting resources 
from the ground to become a battery. They had no plan, no idea—nothing. They did nothing at all when they were 
in government. We need to start from a blank sheet of paper because no work was done to get this state ready for 
this sort of complicated chemical processing industry. Only a Labor government can deliver these things. 
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